
 

AdvantiGen Biosciences Partners with UW’s Andes Lab to Develop Antibodies for Fight 

Against COVID-19  

 

MADISON, WI, May 20, 2020 – A Madison-based collaboration has joined the fight to develop 

antibodies to combat COVID-19.  Scientists at AdvantiGen Biosciences (Madison WI) and Dr. 

David Andes’ laboratory at the University of Wisconsin-Madison are teaming up to develop 

novel monoclonal antibodies (mAbs) against the SARS-CoV-2 virus that causes COVID-19. The 

AdvantiGen – Andes Lab collaboration recently received one of only ten research COVID-19 

Response grants from the Wisconsin Partnership Program at the University of Wisconsin School 

of Medicine and Public Health to lessen the impact of COVID-19 through development of 

improved testing and treatment against the virus.  The AdvantiGen team brings more than 100 

years of combined experience in antibody and assay development to aid in the fight against 

COVID-19.  AdvantiGen will use its patented technology to create highly specific antibodies to 

the virus. “AdvantiGen’s antibodies could be manufactured on a large scale to replace 

convalescent plasma, currently the only available and approved therapy - using recovered patient 

plasma, which is very limited in supply”, explains AdvantiGen CEO, Mark Jackson.  

AdvantiGen’s antibodies can also be used as a research tool to learn more about the virus and 

detect viral particles in samples such as surface swabs and patient samples. “If AdvantiGen’s 

monoclonal antibodies are proven effective at treating COVID-19 in animals in my lab at the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison, we anticipate these mAbs can be rapidly humanized and fast-

tracked to clinical trials for use as therapies via the FDA's Emergency Use Authorization,” said 

Dr. David Andes, Chief of the Division of Infectious Disease, Department of Medicine at the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison.  “Reopening our country is dependent upon reliable antibody 

testing. AdvantiGen’s patented antibody generation method yields up to 10-fold more specific 

clones to SARS-CoV-2 (vs. standard antibody development), when combined with our patented 

near-infrared imaging technology (WiPhy), it will improve the sensitivity of COVID-19 

detection.” 
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About AdvantiGen Biosciences (www.advantigenbio.com) 

Founded in 2015, AdvantiGen Biosciences has more than 100 years of combined experience in 

antibody and assay development.  The company enables drug discovery and medical device 

development that improve the human condition by leveraging its uniquely empowering 

proprietary technologies.  AdvantiGen’s patented antibody generation technology yields up to 

10-fold the number of target specific clones (vs. standard antibody development) and has the 

ability to generate both mouse and human antibodies.  AdvantiGen’s patented fluorphore 

technology allows tracking of targets and cells in vitro and in vivo via conjugation or co-

translational fusion. AdvantiGen’s fluorphores emit in both anaerobic and aerobic environments 

in the near infrared (NIR) region of the spectrum where assay background is extremely low, 

ultra-sensitive detection of the desired target is enabled on commonly used commercial devices 

culminating in rapid development of important diagnostic and therapeutic molecules and assays. 

For questions or additional information please contact Mark Jackson at 

mjackson@advantigenbio.com or 608-516-9134. 

 

 

About Andes Lab  (www.medicine.wisc.edu/infectious-disease/dr-andes-research-main-page)  

Dr. David Andes is Chief of the Division of Infectious Disease within the Department of 

Medicine and also has an appointment in the Department of Medical Microbiology and 

Immunology at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Dr. Andes is board-certified in internal 

medicine and infectious disease, and cares for patients with a wide variety of infectious diseases 

in both inpatient and ambulatory settings.  Historically, Dr. Andes’ Lab has focused on 

combating antimicrobial drug resistance. Study approaches include defining the molecular basis 

for antimicrobial drug resistance, antimicrobial drug target development, pharmacodynamic 

investigation, and clinical trial study of diagnosis, epidemiology, and therapy.  The Andes lab 

utilizes in vivo infection models and pharmacodynamic approaches to aid in the early 

development of lead compounds. They work closely with several drug discovery groups and 

biotechnology companies to identify promising molecules and define dosing strategies to study 

these drugs in clinical trials. 
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About Wisconsin Partnership Program (www.med.wisc.edu/wisconsin-partnership-program/) 

The Wisconsin Partnership Program is an endowment within the University of Wisconsin School 

of Medicine and Public Health that is committed to improving health and advancing health 

equity through investments in community partnerships, education and research. Established in 

2004, the Wisconsin Partnership Program has awarded more than 500 research, education and 

community partnership grants totaling more than $245 million to improve the health of the 

people of Wisconsin. 

 

 

FORWARD LOOKING STATEMENTS 

The statements contained herein may contain certain forward-looking statements relating to the 

Group that are based on the beliefs of the Group’s management as well as assumptions made by 

and information currently available to the Group’s management. These forward-looking 

statements are, by their nature, subject to significant risks and uncertainties. These forward-

looking statements include, without limitation, statements relating to the Group’s business 

prospects, future developments, trends and conditions in the industry and geographical markets 

in which the Group operates, its strategies, plans, objectives and goals, its ability to control costs, 

statements relating to prices, volumes, operations, margins, overall market trends, risk 

management and exchange rates. 

 

When used herein, the words “anticipate”, “believe”, “could”, “estimate”, “expect”, “going 

forward”, “intend”, “may”, “ought to”, “plan”, “project”, “seek”, “should”, “will”, “would” and 

similar expressions, as they relate to the Group or the Group’s management, are intended to 

identify forward-looking statements. These forward-looking statements reflect the Group’s views 

at the time such statement were made with respect to future events and are not a guarantee of 

future performance or developments. You are strongly cautioned that reliance on any forward-

looking statements involves known and unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results and 

events may differ materially from information contained in the forward-looking statements as a 

result of a number of factors, including any changes in the laws, rules and regulations relating to 

any aspects of the Group’s business operations, general economic, market and business 

conditions, including capital market developments, changes or volatility in interest rates, foreign 



exchange rates, equity prices or other rates or prices, the actions and developments of the 

Group’s competitors and the effects of competition in the insurance industry on the demand for, 

and price of, the Group’s products and services, various business opportunities that the Group 

may or may not pursue, changes in population growth and other demographic trends, including 

mortality, morbidity and longevity rates, persistency levels, the Group’s ability to identify, 

measure, monitor and control risks in the Group’s business, including its ability to manage and 

adapt its overall risk profile and risk management practices, its ability to properly price its 

products and services and establish reserves for future policy benefits and claims, seasonal 

fluctuations and factors beyond the Group’s control. Subject to the requirements of the Listing 

Rules, the Group does not intend to update or otherwise revise such forward-looking statements, 

whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise. As a result of these and other 

risks, uncertainties and assumptions, forward-looking events and circumstances discussed herein 

might not occur in the way the Group expects, or at all. Accordingly, you should not place 

reliance on any forward-looking information or statements. All forward-looking statements 

herein are qualified by reference to the cautionary statements set forth in this section. 

 


